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Biomass fuel in Brazil: from the present to the future

Brazil is known as a source of agricultural commodities, however the local
sustainable energy has been focused by the Research and Development sectors of
many countries.

Sugar cane is produced since 16th Century, although the real stimulation for
the bio-fuels industry development occurred in 1975, during Oil Crisis, when the
government created the National Alcohol Program, for the revitalization of the
sugar cane crush industry and the partial substitution of gasoline. Today, the
gasoline blend contains 25% of ethanol and hydrous ethanol is consumed by 2
million cars. Recently, the industry introduced the flexible cars for the consumers
to choose the adequate fuel.

Brazil produced 25 billion liters of ethanol in 2008 and the sugar cane bagasse
is currently used as source of electricity, in some years, as source of bioethanol
production from the cellulose hydrolysis.

Since 2005, the government recommended the biodiesel policy in order to
mitigate emissions from diesel-powered vehicles and to stimulate social
development of poor rural areas. The improvements of energy efficiency as well as

the increase renewable energy are also important national goals.
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